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Dear Parents and Carers, 

We hope you enjoyed the Canberra Day long weekend and the opportunity to spend some time with family and 

friends.  It’s hard to believe we are already more than halfway through the term.  

Next week, we will be celebrating both Harmony Week and World Down Syndrome Day with exciting activities to 

promote inclusivity, diversity, and awareness. 

Harmony Week – Monday 17 March 

Harmony Week is a time to celebrate our diverse community and bring together Australians from all backgrounds. 

It’s about inclusiveness, respect, and a sense of belonging for everyone. 

 On Monday 17 March, students are encouraged to wear either their traditional cultural outfit or something 

orange, the official colour of Harmony Week. 

Parents and carers are warmly invited to share aspects of their culture with our students throughout the week. If 

you would like to contribute by telling a traditional story, bringing in cultural food, or sharing a special tradition, 

please contact your child’s teacher. 

World Down Syndrome Day – Friday 21 March 

Friday 21 March marks World Down Syndrome Day, a global awareness day observed by the United Nations since 

2012. This day is all about promoting understanding, inclusion, and support for individuals with Down Syndrome. 

To show support, students are encouraged to wear their craziest, most colourful odd socks to school! This fun 

initiative symbolises embracing differences and celebrating uniqueness. 

We look forward to a fantastic week filled with learning, connection, and celebration! 

Year 5 Camp: A Memorable Adventure at Cooba 

Congratulations to our Year 5 students on a fantastic camp experience last week! Over the course of three action-

packed days at Cooba, students embraced new challenges, built resilience, and showcased their leadership skills 

in a variety of outdoor activities. 

Leadership Team  
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Teachers and staff were impressed by the enthusiasm and teamwork demonstrated throughout the camp. 

Highlights included the thrilling Giant Swing, where students tested their courage, and the exciting paint and 

water combat course, which brought plenty of laughter and fun. 

A heartfelt thank you to all the dedicated staff and parent volunteers who attended and helped make this camp a 

success. Your support and encouragement played a crucial role in ensuring a positive and memorable experience 

for our students. 

After such an adventurous few days, we’re sure everyone who attended has enjoyed some well-earned rest in 

their own beds! If your child is missing any items from camp, we have quite a lot of unclaimed lost property on 

display in the breezeway. Please encourage them to stop by and check for anything they may have left behind. 

NAPLAN  

A reminder that NAPLAN testing is taking place between 12 and 24 March 2025 for all students in Years 3 and 5. 

NAPLAN provides valuable insights into student achievement and progress in literacy and numeracy, helping both 

schools and parents support learning development. 

Most tests will be scheduled during the morning session, when students are at their most focused. To support a 

smooth testing experience, we kindly ask parents to ensure their child arrives at school by 9:10 am during the 

testing period. 

If your child is unwell, make-up sessions will be available for reading, numeracy, spelling, and grammar and 

punctuation.  

Do you want to connect with your child's learning more regularly? 

Make sure that you are connected to your child's TODDLE portfolio as this is the platform that we use to invite you 

into our classrooms and celebrate your child's learning. Both students and teachers post learning experiences 

that they want to share on this platform each week.  

All classrooms are using TODDLE portfolios, and you should have received the code, via your classroom teacher, 

to log into your child's portfolio. You will need to download the TODDLE app onto your phone or other device.  The 

student portfolio feature on Toddle is a powerful way for families to gain an authentic insight into their child’s 

learning. 

Each year level also sends home an overview of the learning that will be taking place across the grade level each 

week or each fortnight. Please see the table below to find out when and where to expect your child's overview of 

learning to be posted. 
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Year level    Communication method Day 

Preschool    Physically at the preschool Throughout the week 

Kindergarten    Bulk email - Fortnightly Mondays 

Year 1 TODDLE - Weekly Thursdays 

Year 2 TODDLE - Weekly Fridays 

Year 3 TODDLE - Weekly Thursdays 

Year 4 TODDLE - Fortnightly Fridays 

Year 5 TODDLE – Weekly      Mondays 

Year 6  TODDLE - Termly Tuesday of each new term 

You can not only read the posts but use them as conversation starters with your children to find out about their 

learning. Your children also love to read the positive comments that you post on their work, so keep that coming! 

Student-led Conferences  

Student-led conferences will be taking place during Weeks 9 and 10 of this term. These conferences provide a 

valuable opportunity for students to take ownership of their learning by sharing their progress, achievements and 

goals with parents and teachers. 

More details, including how to book your child’s conference, will be sent home soon. We encourage all families to 

participate, as these discussions play an essential role in supporting student growth and success. 

Reminder: 

Please remember to pack a piece of fruit for your child each day to support healthy eating habits. 

Thank you for your continued support in your child’s education. 

Kind regards 

Kristy Aitchison (Executive Teacher) 
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A message from the Education Directorate: Talking with Our School 

The ACT Education Directorate recognises that teachers and school staff work hard every day to provide the best 

outcomes for every student, and that doing this takes time. The Directorate also recognises that it is important 

that teachers and school staff have time outside their core hours to rest and reset. 

In 2024 the Education Directorate developed a Communication Policy for schools.  

Every student and every family is important to us. By respecting the time of our teachers, you are helping to make 

time for them to do their job well. We want to continue to work closely with you on your child’s learning at school 

and do our best to respond to you in a timely manner. 

In accordance with the EDU policy, we will aim to respond to your enquiries within a reasonable timeframe (within 

three working days or, if your matter is urgent, as quickly as possible). 

There is no expectation that teachers respond to queries from families during their personal and family time. 

We update families on what is happening at our school in a number of ways from information nights, emails, 

notes, newsletters and our learning management system, Toddle. We encourage you to stay in touch with our 

school through these channels. Information about learning is also shared through student led conferences, the 

year six Exhibition, assemblies, parent workshops and end of semester reports and learning journeys.  

A message from the Education Directorate: Mobile Phone Policy  

Parents and carers are reminded that the new Personal Use of Communication Devices in ACT Public 

Schools Policy now applies in all schools. You can read more about the policy including frequently asked 

questions on the Education Directorate website. 

For students at Red Hill School this means that students may not use or access personal communications 

devices at school, including recess and lunch, or during school authorised events. This includes mobile phones 

and smart watches. Exemptions can be requested if a student needs their device/assistive technology: 

• to manage or monitor a medical condition 

• to help meet caring or family responsibilities 

• to support adjustments for students with disability as part of an agreed individual learning plan. 

If you have not applied for an exemption, please speak with our front office. The implementation documents for 

both these ACT Education Policies can be found in the Policy Section of our school website. 

https://www.education.act.gov.au/about-us/all-news-and-news-alerts/news-items/november-2023/new-mobile-phone-policy-for-act-public-schools
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Ordering Online 

The Red Hill School P&C Association uses Flexischools for uniform shop sales.  

https://www.flexischools.com.au/  

It is a cashless online ordering system which streamlines payment, ordering and processing of purchases and 

events. Quick and easy, it can be accessed 24/7 on PC, Mac, or mobile app. 

 

School uniform orders for existing students will be delivered to your child’s classroom. Otherwise, orders can be 

collected from the front office. 

 

Ordering in person 

Opening hours Wednesday 8.30 to 10:00am and Friday 2.30 to 4.00pm. We prefer payment by credit card, but 

we can accept cash. 

 

With COVID continuing to present a risk we prefer that orders are made online where possible. 

 

 

Donations can be placed in the purple bin in the front office 

foyer. 

 

Lost property collected around the school is placed in the big 

blue bin outside of the uniform shop. Items in the blue bin will 

be sorted and then placed in the adjoining blue and white 

cupboards for students to look through and collect any of their 

property that they find. When possible, staff will deliver labeled 

items to classrooms. 

  

 Uniform Shop and Canteen 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.flexischools.com.au%2F&data=05%7C01%7C%7C03f762ecc2ee43b2cead08dad6a980ff%7Cf1d4a8326c2144759bf48cc7e9044a29%7C0%7C0%7C638058320758477442%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=UpEGFBOe1ZdD%2BI8EjODHdu3S1AMpS7vDlY1FsQfAfB4%3D&reserved=0
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Red Hill School Calendar 2025 –Term 1 Mon 3 Feb – Fri 11 April 
 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 
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19th February  

Teacher Information Session 

K-2 5:30-6:15pm 

Yrs 3, 4 & 6 6:45-7:30pm 
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26th February  

Teacher Information Session 

Yr 5 5:30-7:30pm 

 

 
Senior Assembly - Year 6 
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5th – 7th March Year 5 Camp 

5th March 

Preschool Welcome BBQ and 

Information Evening 5:30-7pm 
 Junior Assembly - Year 3 
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10th March 

Canberra Day 
 

NAPLAN 

 

 

 

 

 

14th March 

Swimming Carnival  

Years 3-6 
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NAPLAN 

Harmony Week 

 

 

 

   
Senior Assembly – Year 4 

World Down Syndrome Day 
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NAPLAN    Junior Assembly – Year 2 
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4th April 

South/Western Regional 

Swimming Carnival 
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    Whole School Assembly 



10 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Community News 

2025 EASTER SCHOOL HOLS TENNIS CLINIC, Red Hill Tennis Club, Astrolabe St. Red Hill. 

April 14th -17th, Mon-Thurs 7.45-1 (half day) or 8am-6pm (full day) 

    100% refund after Monday if not continuing 

    FULL DAY, less than $7/hr          

         kindergarten kids-17yrs         all standards         full stroke development- ‘1st timer’s/beginners will be 

serving over-arm by end of Clinic!          well trained and well credentialled coaching Team               Trophy 

Singles Tournament-Friday          Afternoon Doubles training and Tournament’s          McDonald’s lunch -Friday 

full day Pupils          Great range of Lunchtime activities          Games, heaps of fun, Prizes galore! 

 

-Enrolment forms at WEBSITE-McDonald School of Tennis, mcdonaldschooloftennis.com.au 
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