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Leadership Team Overview
Principal’s Address, 2021 Information Evening
Dear Parents and Carers,
We have a big year ahead of us at Red Hill - I would like to share with you some of the significant events and projects
that will take place in 2021.

First off, we would like to point out that this term is a usually short one of nine weeks. Conversely term four is longer
than usual (11 weeks). It will be interesting to see how this plays out.

Our current Strategic Plan is drawing to an end. In week 2 of term 2, two evaluation processes will take place
simultaneously. An Education Directorate evaluation will be conducted by a panel of external consultants and
colleagues from other schools and an International Baccalaureate review will also be conducted. The first will take
place on site and the second remotely. Although a little nerve wracking, in terms of the preparation that needs to
take place beforehand, both processes will provide us with an opportunity to examine and celebrate our successes
over the last five years and determine new areas of development. Both processes will enable us to review and reflect
on our efforts to improve the quality of teaching and learning and set a school improvement agenda that focuses
our attention on new core priorities.

School improvement is a continuous process that responds to the changing needs of our students and the world in
which we live, and should “touch every classroom, be the work of every teacher and impact every student” (NSW
Education, 2021).

In preparation for school review and setting a new school improvement agenda we will be inviting parents and
carers to join us for a series of meetings this term in which we can share information and listen to your perspectives.
We will also be consulting staff and students.

Last year our key focus was on teaching and learning in writing. Despite the period of remote learning we saw strong
growth in this area, because we focussed intently on the quality of teacher conferencing with students, using the
Australian Curriculum Literacy Learning Progressions and other tools to provide effective feedback and ‘feed
forward’ that enabled the identification and achievement of relevant learning goals. Our students collectively
achieved over 3,500 writing goals in 2020.

This year our key focus will be on teaching and learning in mathematics. We would like to see sound growth for all
students in this area. This will involve teachers and engaging in professional learning, sharing best practice,
participating in inquiry cycles and focussing on targeted learning goals for all students in accordance with the
Numeracy Learning Progressions. Today I was excited to hear that Red Hill School has been selected to participate in
a special project with the Education Directorate, Finding the Balance. This project will involve professional learning
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and coaching delivered by leaders from within the Education Support Office and external experts including Peter
Sullivan, Aylie Davidson (Monash University), Bruce Ferrington and the resolve: Maths by Inquiry team.
Before I go on further I would like to read a short piece of text written by Andreas Schleicher (Educating Learners for
Their Future, Not Our Past, 2018).
This is the age of acceleration, a speeding-up of human experience ……
These days, we no longer know exactly how things will unfold, often we are surprised and need to learn from the
extraordinary, and sometimes we make mistakes along the way. And it will often be the mistakes and failures, when
properly understood, that create the context for learning and growth. Strengthening cognitive, emotional and social
resilience and adaptability is perhaps the most significant challenge for modern education….. That starts with
understanding that resilience is not a personality trait but a process, that can be learned and developed. In the 21st
century, education is a key tool to help people, organizations, and systems to persist, perhaps even thrive, amid
unforeseeable disruptions. At the collective level, education can provide communities and institutions with the
flexibility, intelligence, and responsiveness they need to persist in…. changes.(2018)
We certainly experienced the extraordinary and unexpected in 2020. Despite the challenges of 2020, we were
introduced to new possibilities and different ways of teaching and learning. We don’t want to lose the skills and
different pedagogical approaches that we acquired last year, firstly because positives came of the experiences for
students, teachers and parents, and secondly because undoubtedly at some point in the near future those skills and
approaches will be needed again. That is not to say that we didn’t make mistakes.
We have listened to students’ and parents’ feedback about how our use of technology facilitated or hindered
learning and will continue to explore options that “educate our learners for their future”, rather than “our past”
(Schleicher, 2018). This will include new ways of delivering home learning, whilst making sure that we adhere to our
school policy. There will be an increased focus on ‘flipped learning’, with year five taking the lead in this space. We
will also trial new websites that make home learning more accessible to families.

Positive Education
For some time now an implementation team has been working with Dr Justin Coulson, developing a school specific
Positive Education framework ( Relationships, Health, Purpose and Strengths). This semester our focus will be on
relationships. Our goal is to build the cognitive, social and emotional resilience in students and staff that Schleicher
speaks of.

As part of our commitment to Positive Education and wellbeing the school has teamed up with Justin Coulson to
offer the whole school community access to an online library of Happy Families resources. Justin refers to this in his
presentation. I encourage you to access the library because, whilst bringing up young people has many moments of
joy, it isn’t always easy! Details about signing up for this free membership were emailed home at the beginning of
term and are also in this newsletter.
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Community Partnerships
Last year we improved Voyager Park in many ways, installing new playground equipment, a new football field and a
bike track. Our P&C has also recently funded a shaded outdoor structure between the basketball and netball courts,
which will be a sheltered place for outdoor learning and play but also a place for school community events and
weekend family use. It is now part of our school’s heritage, containing pavers bought by families in recognition of
our 60th birthday. I would like to thank the P&C for this generous contribution to our school and wider community
and recognise Steven Cetrtek for his design and management of the project.

On Sunday April 25th the P&C and school will be hosting a heritage afternoon. Senior students will conduct school
tours for previous students and staff. We are looking forward to this event which was scheduled as part of our
birthday celebrations but had to be postponed. I would also like to take this opportunity to thank Vanessa
Dangerfield, Emma Campbell and Bronwyn Ryan for their enormous efforts in recognising the school’s 60th birthday
and delving into our archives to find and collate wonderful historical artefacts.

We are also embarking on a School Toilet Project in partnership with a P&C working party, led by Felicity Roantree
(parent) and Helene Halliday (teacher). Our aim is to make these spaces in the school more pleasant for our young
people.
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2019-08-17/the-school-toilet-project-turning-loos-into-positive-places/11406954
https://www.enlighteneducation.com/school-toilet-project/

If you would like to be involved in any P&C or school project please contact the school by email or the P&C through
the P&C Facebook page.
Thank you
Louise Owens

Library News

There is a lot happening in the library!
• The layout has changed in response to student feedback.
• Mrs Naidoo will be the library administrator this year. Mrs Lawrence and Mrs Aitchison will be the library
teachers for the junior classes (K-3).
• STUDENTS MAY NOW BORROW AND RETURN LIBRARY BOOKS FROM 9.00AM – 9.10AM AND AT
LUNCHTIME EVERY DAY.
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Term 1 Assemblies

TERM 1 ASSEMBLIES
We are looking forward to running whole school and year level assemblies again.
Whole School Assemblies
The purpose of these is to connect as a whole school, show younger students some of the opportunities that
will be available to them later in their school life (e.g. music ensembles), have students of all ages celebrate the
achievements of their peers and impart important messages. It will generally not be possible to have parents at
these assemblies because we cannot fit the whole school in the hall and socially distance large numbers of
adults. (We apologise for the confusion this morning .)
Year Level Assemblies
The purpose of these is to give students opportunities to speak and perform, showcase student work, celebrate
achievement and share all of these with parents. Parents of relevant year levels are welcome – please sign in at
the front office and use the Canberra Check-In app.
Week
Week 3

Whole/year level
Whole School Assembly

Week 4

Years 5&6
9.20am-10.00am
Years 3&4
10.10am- 10.45am
Years 1&2
9.20am-10.00am
Kindergarten 10.10am- 10.45am
No assembly unless for swimming
ribbons
Years 5&6
9.20am-10.00am
Years 3&4
10.10am- 10.45am
Years 1&2
9.20am-10.00am
Kindergarten 10.10am- 10.45am
Whole School Assembly

Week 5
Week 6
Week 7
Week 8
Week 9
THURSDAY

Focus
Induction for school
captains
Hosted by Leadership Team
Year 6 host
Year 4 host
Year 2 host
Year 6 buddies host

Parents
Parents of school
captains

Year 5 host
Year 3 host
Year 1 host
Kindy host
TBA
Hosted by Leadership Team

Yes

Yes
Yes

Yes
No
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Adults on the School Site
ADULTS ON THE SCHOOL SITE
Please respect our earlier communication regarding adults on the school site. Because of Covid guidelines we
are expected to know who is on the school grounds, when and for how long.
PLEASE
▪ Continue to drop your children outside the Breezeway or black gates before school unless they are in
kindergarten.
▪ If you need to come into the school building through the school day, check in at the front office. A
staff member will then assist you. Please do not enter the school through other entrances.
▪ If you are attending a meeting or event at school and will be here more than 15 minutes, PLEASE scan
the Canberra Check-In App on your arrival. A big thanks to everyone for respecting this requirement
last night.
▪ Endeavour to socially distance 1.5 metres unless you are in a family group.
▪ Use hand sanitiser on arrival at school.
We welcome parents and carers in the school to chat with teachers, visit classrooms and volunteer. You can
arrange this by emailing your child’s teacher directly or contacting the front office.
We also welcome families to catch up after school and use our play facilities. However, we ask that you use
the equipment on the oval rather than the asphalt. This is not only because of the Covid guidelines but
because it is difficult for the ‘Afters’ staff to supervise the children in their care when there are other children
and adults on the asphalt area.

Our PYP International School World Map
It is time to update the information around our map, to
welcome our new students and farewell those who have left
us.
Is your name already on our lists but you would like to change
where it appears because you identify with another
nationality?
All you have to do is fill in the slip below and return it to the
front office.

Red Hill School World Map and Nationality Representation
My name is: _______________________________________________________________________________
My brother’s and sister’s names are _____________________________________________________________
I was born in: ____________________________
The country/nationality I identify with is: ________________________________________________________
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Year 3/4 Choir
Dear Year 3 and Year 4 students,
Would you love to join the Year 3/4 choir for 2021? We have many fabulous performance
opportunities throughout the year.
Where - The Junior Hall
When – Thursday mornings from 8.15am – 8.50am,
We look forward to meeting you. Please do not hesitate to come along and introduce yourself. I
am the Year 1J classroom teacher in the corner room at the end of the Year 1 corridor. Mrs Eddi
(5E) will also be working with us again in 2021 to make choir truly sensational.
Come along and give it a go if you are interested!

Mrs Juliette O’Connor
Mrs Skye Eddi

Junior Singing Group

Students from Kindergarten to Year 2 are invited to come join the Junior Singing Group
When: Thursday mornings 8:30am
Where: Junior Corridor
All singing lovers welcome – just come along and give it a try
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French Club

For all those students who feel they need extra help with French learning or classwork, especially for new students
or those students who came from other schools, there is help for you on Friday at lunch time, in the Art room. The
aim of the club is to promote French language skills, build relationships and reduce the anxiety of learning other
languages.
Come and join our French Club in the Art room for a fun and enjoyable time!
J'espère de vous voir là !
Frances Szeremet

Happy Families Premium Memberships are usually $170 per family per year, but each family has full access
to the membership for the next 12 months for FREE.
Register for your Premium Membership now and begin accessing the Happy Families library and resources
right away!
CREATE YOUR ACCOUNT
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News About Our Student Toilets
Despite the seemingly lack of conversation or action, our school is still working on upgrading the toilets throughout
the school. This project will be one that may continue over the next year or two.
During Week 8, Parents and Carers will be invited to ‘have their say’ about the condition of the school toilets through
a survey.
Keep an eye out for working bee dates at around the end of each term.
Red Hill Primary School is just one, of many schools around Australia, that is committed to transforming their toilets
to make them cleaner, safer and more attractive.
For more information visit: https://www.facebook.com/groups/373638319902365/?ref=share
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Healthy Hub

2021 – International Year of Fruit and Veg
Fruits and vegetables are the cornerstones of a healthy diet. Packed with vitamins, minerals and dietary fibre,
they help keep us happy and healthy and protect us against many illnesses. However, only 6-7% of children and
adults eat enough. It’s time to celebrate these delicious goodies and eat them more often.

Use every meal and snack time as an opportunity to eat fruit and veg
1. Start with breakfast
Ensure your child has a nutritious breakfast before heading off to school.
• Try adding bananas, strawberries, nectarines or apples to their morning porridge or Weetbix.
• Serve peanut butter or smashed avo or baked beans on toast. Try scrambled eggs with spinach and
mushrooms.
2. Pack a fruit and veg filled lunchbox
Between fruit break, recess and lunch, there are many opportunities for your child to eat well at school. Provide a
selection of fruit or veg options to eat.
• Serve apples, pears, plums, grapes, strawberries and mixed fruit salad. Fresh or canned (in juice, not syrup)
options are good.
• Offer carrot, celery or cucumber veg sticks, sugar peas, qukes or cherry tomatoes.
• Give roasted chickpeas or air-popped popcorn.
• Include veg in the main meal - add lettuce, grated carrot or cucumber to wraps or sandwiches.
• Try to serve a veg packed salad – chicken salad, rice, falafel and veg salad or bean salad.
• Order a meal from the canteen.
• Try veg fritters or pikelets.
3. After school snack
Children usually are hungry after school. Provide them with a nutritious veg filled snack or a piece of fruit and
yoghurt, instead of biscuit or crisps.
• Offer a variety of veg sticks with hummus or other veg-based dips.
• Serve veg fritters or savoury muffins.
4. Dinner
Always add some veg to the main meal – either on the side or included while cooking.
• Offer chicken and vegetable stir-fries, beef burritos, curries, lasagne.
• Add veg to pasta sauces and Bolognese.
• Serve fruit for dessert.
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P&C News and Events

RED HILL UNIFORM SHOP

HATS
Bucket
Micro Bucket
Surf
Slouch
BODY
Summer Dress
Polo Shirts Green/Yellow Short sleeve
Polo Shirt Green Long sleeve
Waterproof Flying Jacket
Microfibre Jacket
Red Hill Hoodie
Fleece Full Zip Jacket
Cotton Pleated Skort
Gabardine Skort
Gabardine Shorts
Knit Shorts
Gabardine Double Knee Pants
Bootleg Stretch Pant
Microfibre Track Pant
Fleece Straight Leg Pant
Ankle Socks
Tights
BAGS
Medium
Large
Drink Bottles
Tea Towels

$12.00
$12.00
$10.00
$10.00
$47.00
$24.50
$24.50
$30.00
$43.00
$30.00
$25.00
$23.50
$23.50
$23.50
$18.50
$28.00
$38.50
$33.50
$23.00
$5.50
$12.00
$47.00
$50.00
$6.00
$9.00

Ordering in person
Opening hours Wednesday 8.30 to 9:30am and Friday 2.30 to 3.30pm.
Payment options
Cash, EFTPOS, credit cards (no American Express)
Ordering Online
The Red Hill School P&C Association uses Flexischools for uniform shop sales. It is a cashless online ordering system
which streamlines payment, ordering and processing of purchases and events.
Quick and easy it can be accessed 24/7 on PC, Mac or mobile app. Some fees may apply.
School Uniform orders will be delivered to your child’s classroom via their teacher or Uniform Shop Staff.
Please note the following:
●
●
●
●
●
●

Payment is by credit card or bank transfer
Some fees may apply
Online orders are delivered on a Wednesday morning and Friday afternoon of the same week, some
deliveries may occur on a Monday depending on availability.
Details on sizing, including height, chest and waist are noted with each garment listing
You will need to include your child’s name and class i.e. 3E, (for families new to the school and not yet been
allocated a class) please enter “New Student” and orders will be held at the front office for collection
For further information and to register please visit: www.flexischools.com.au

Lost Property:
Lost property is sorted on a weekly basis with each station being clearly marked. All lost property will if uncollected
by week 5 of each term be donated to charity or if deemed suitable placed into the second-hand offering bins.
Anything labelled will be sent to the front office for checking and returned to the student.
Only school logo items will appear in the second-hand bins. Uniform donations are accepted, please use the purple
bin in the office reception area or bring to the shop during opening hours.
The Red Hill Uniform Shop and Lost Property is staffed by volunteers from our parent community who kindly donate
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Monday

Tuesday

First Day of School for
Preschool,
Kindergarten and new
Students

First Day of School for Year
1 to 6

Mon 1 Feb – Thurs 1 April

Wednesday

Thursday

Parent Information Evening

Year 3/4 Choir 8:15am

Friday

BASE Assessments

Week 4
Feb 22 – 26

Week 3
Feb 15 - 19

Week 2
Feb 8 - 12

Week 1
Feb 3– 5

Red Hill School Calendar 2021 –Term 1

Preschool Parent
Information Evening 6:30pm

Whole School Assembly

Year 3/4 Choir 8:15am

Years 5 & 6 Assembly –
9:20am to 10am

Junior Singing Group
8:30am

Years 3 & 4 Assembly –
10:10am to 10:45am

Week 5
Mar 1 - 5

Year 5 Camp
Preschool Nutrition
Magician
Swimming Carnival (3-6)

Year 3/4 Choir 8:15am
Junior Singing Group
8:30am
Preschool Nutrition
Magician

Year 1 & 2 Assembly –
9:20am to 10am
Kindergarten Assembly –
10:10am to 10:45am

8 March
Canberra Day

Year 4 Legislative
Assembly Incursion

Week 7
Mar 15- 19

Week 6
Mar 8- 12

Year 6 Camp

Junior Singing Group
8:30am

Year 3/4 Choir 8:15am
Junior Singing Group
8:30am

Year 3/4 Choir 8:15am

Week 8
Mar 22 - 26
Week 9
Mar 29 – Apr 2

Year 3/4 Choir 8:15am

Junior Singing Group
8:30am
South Weston Swimming
Carnival

Years 5 & 6 Assembly –
9:20am to 10am
Years 3 & 4 Assembly –
10:10am to 10:45am

Year 1 & 2 Assembly –
9:20am to 10am
Kindergarten Assembly
10:10am to 10:45am

Year 3/4 Choir 8:15am
Preschool Boundless
Playground

Junior Singing Group
8:30am

Good Friday

Preschool Boundless
Playground
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