
1 

RED HILL 

SCHOOL 
NEWSLETTER 

  

  

 
  

29th August 2025 

 

INSIDE 

THIS 

ISSUE 

  PG. 2-4 

Leadership Team  

  PG. 5 

SRC News 

  PG. 6-8 

School Community News 

  PG.9-10 

Uniform Shop and Canteen 

 PG. 11 

Calendar  

 PG. 12-16 

Community News 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thomas Fanning from 4B worked hard on his costume for Book 

Week. 

He came as the character 'The Walking House' from the book 

‘Amulet’ by Kazu Kibuishi 

“The house is a machine that is powered by a tree. It likes to bury 

itself in the dirt. The house is used to transport people. Inside is a 

medical bay and a control panel to drive it. It's a mech which requires 

two people to drive it.” 

 

 

Notes Home 

❖ Year 2 ACT Water Safety 
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Dear Parents and Carers, 

What a wonderful few weeks it has been, with so many events showcasing the learning, creativity, and talent of 

our students. 

BookWeek                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

Last Friday’s Book Week celebrations were a true highlight. It was fantastic to see so many students, staff and 

parents getting into the spirit of the day with their costumes. The imagination and effort were outstanding, with 

many students choosing to create their costumes from recycled materials or homemade designs. Some classes 

even had every student dressed up, a remarkable display of enthusiasm and community. A big thank you to our 

families for supporting the day and helping to make it such a memorable celebration of reading and storytelling.  

A very special thank you also goes to the wonderful volunteers from our P&C who hosted a beautiful morning tea 

for grandparents and special guests afterwards. The care and effort that went into preparing and serving the food 

created such a welcoming atmosphere, and it was clear how much it was appreciated by all who attended. Events 

like these highlight the strong sense of community at Red Hill, and we are grateful for the time and energy our 

P&C volunteers give to make these occasions memorable. 

Taiwan Visitors 

Earlier this term we were delighted to welcome our visitors from Taiwan as part of a delegation of students and 

teachers who have been visiting ACT public schools over recent weeks. Their time with us provided a wonderful 

opportunity to experience our education system while also building meaningful cultural connections. Our senior 

students and staff thoroughly enjoyed engaging with our guests, learning from them, sharing experiences, and 

celebrating both the similarities and differences in our cultures. Exchanges like this remind us of the importance 

of international friendships and the rich learning that comes from working together. 

South Weston Athletics Carnival 

Last Thursday, 44 students proudly represented our school at the South Weston Athletics Carnival. It was 

wonderful to see our students giving their best, competing with enthusiasm, and showing such great 

sportsmanship by cheering on their peers throughout the day. Congratulations to all participants, we are very 

proud of your efforts and achievements. A special thank you to Will Colebatch and Nigel Byng for their 

organisation and support on the day.  

Leadership Team 
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Preschool Update 

From 1 September, there will be a number of changes to the Education and Care Services National Regulations to 

improve child safety. This includes: 

• Strengthened policies around the taking and use of images of children. 

• All allegations or incidents of physical or sexual abuse must be reported to the Regulator (CECA) within 24 

hours – reduced from 7 days. 

• The use of vaping devices and substances will be banned in preschool environments. 

If you have any questions, please speak with your child’s educator or visit the Education Directorate’s website. 

Kind regards 

Kristy Aitchison and Ellie Deacon (Executive Teachers) 

 

2025 School Satisfaction & Climate Survey 

Each year, the Directorate surveys all parents and carers, school staff and students in years 4 to 12 about their 

experience of public education. The 2025 School Satisfaction & Climate Survey will be available online from 15 

August to 5 September. The survey results will help us to continue to make quality informed decisions about how 

to improve our school. No personal identifying information will be provided to any school or college. 

For each child in their family who attends an ACT public school, parents and carers will receive: 

▪ A letter about the student survey outlining the reasons for collection and privacy provision for 

the data; and 

▪ An email about the parent survey, including a unique link to access the survey. Genuine survey 

invitation emails will have the title "The 2025 School Satisfaction & Climate Survey is now 

open!" and will be sent from EDU Surveys with a 'from' address EDUSurveys@act.gov.au. 

If you do not receive the survey invitation, please check your Junk email folder first then contact your school. If 

you do not have an email listed with the school, please contact Kristy Aitchison Kristy.aitchison@ed.act.edu.au to 

make alternative arrangements to complete the survey.  

The Parents and Carers Survey is available online in 13 languages including Arabic, Chinese, Hindi, Korean, Urdu, 

Vietnamese, Punjabi, Bengali, Spanish, Telugu, French and Italian. Respondents can select their preferred 

language when they start the survey. A shortened paper-version of the Parents and Carers Survey is also available 

in the following 5 languages: Dari, Dinka, Farsi, Karen and Mon. These surveys are available at the Front Office. 

https://www.act.gov.au/education-and-training/education-service-providers/regulating-early-childhood-education-and-care
https://www.act.gov.au/open/school-satisfaction-and-climate-survey-results
mailto:EDUSurveys@act.gov.au
mailto:Kristy.aitchison@ed.act.edu.au
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For the results to reflect the opinions of our whole school community, we need as many parents and carers, staff 

and students as possible to complete the survey. Your feedback is important, and we hope you will take part. For 

more information, visit:  https://www.act.gov.au/open/school-satisfaction-and-climate-survey-results 

Kind regards 

Kristy Aitchison 

Executive Teacher/ Survey Coordinator 

 

  

https://www.act.gov.au/open/school-satisfaction-and-climate-survey-results
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Bricks and Smiles SRC Fundraiser 

 

 

 

On Thursday of week 9, the SRC are working together with Bricks and Smiles to create a magnificent fundraiser 

as well as an awesome experience for your child. If you're not familiar with Bricks and Smiles, it is a lovely 

organisation that helps children feel better with all different kinds of cancer by buying them amazing Lego sets. All 

you need to do is remind your child about this wonderful cause and have them bring a gold coin donation. 

Children can also build a Lego creation to be displayed and judged by the owners of Bricks and Smiles. 

Remember that creativity is key, but having fun is number one. 

 

 If your child wishes to participate in sharing their Lego and getting it judged by Bricks and Smiles, you are more 

than welcome to do so, just drop off your marvellous Lego to the multipurpose room before school. You will then 

have a chance of winning a prize from Bricks and Smiles if you have the most creative, imaginative and fruitful 

Lego artwork. 

Bricks & Smiles: the Zac Minty Legacy Project has been established in honour of Zac - who sadly passed away in 2022 after 

an almost 3 year battle with Rhabdomyosarcoma. 

LEGO was so important to Zac through his treatment as a pastime, a rehab tool, a challenge, and an escape. He wanted to 

support other kids going through cancer treatment by giving them the chance to pick out their dream LEGO sets. He also 

wanted to help find a cure for cancer. 

Zac’s family have set up Bricks & Smiles as a sub-fund of the Sydney Community Foundation (a registered Charity with tax 

deductible status). Funds raised go to: 

• Providing kids undergoing oncology treatment a $300 grant to pick out their dream LEGO set(s); and 

• Australian-based research (including clinical trials) into a cure for Sarcomas particularly those affecting children.  

SRC News 
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Resilience Parent Workshop with Dr Justin Coulson 

 

We are excited to welcome Dr Justin Coulson to Red Hill on 

Wednesday, 3 September. 

During the day, Dr Coulson will work with students in Years 4–6, 

and in the afternoon, he will present a parent workshop from 

3:15 pm to 4:30 pm. 

To secure your place, please RSVP to 

kristy.aitchison@ed.act.edu.au  by Tuesday, 2 September. 

Resilience Parent Workshop 

Developing Strength, Calm, and Kindness in our Kids 

Is your child struggling with setbacks? Do you worry they're not equipped to handle life's challenges? "How can I 

help my child be more resilient?" is a question Dr Justin Coulson, renowned parenting expert, often hears from 

worried mums and dads. 

In Resilience: Developing Strength, Calm & Kindness in Our Kids, Dr Justin will be sharing his groundbreaking 

approach to building resilience in children. You’ll learn the psychological secrets that build your child’s sense of 

identity, strengths, and growth mindset in order to perform better, be happier, and build resilience. Discover 

practical strategies to help your child thrive in the face of adversity and reduce your own parenting stress.    

Dr Justin will explain the factors that help and hinder resilience, why common advice such as "toughen up, 

Princess" just doesn't work, and how competition and praise may undermine resilience.    

Using powerful stories and illustrations that every parent can relate to, this session will show you how to help your 

child cope positively with the challenges that life throws at them. 

 

 

 

School Community 

mailto:kristy.aitchison@ed.act.edu.au
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Ordering Online 

The Red Hill School P&C Association uses Flexischools for uniform shop sales.  

https://www.flexischools.com.au/  

It is a cashless online ordering system which streamlines payment, ordering and processing of purchases and 

events. Quick and easy, it can be accessed 24/7 on PC, Mac, or mobile app. 

 

School uniform orders for existing students will be delivered to your child’s classroom. Otherwise, orders can be 

collected from the front office. 

 

Ordering in person 

Opening hours Wednesday 8.30 to 10:00am and Friday 2.30 to 4.00pm. We prefer payment by credit card, but 

we can accept cash. 

 

With COVID continuing to present a risk we prefer that orders are made online where possible. 

 

 

Donations can be placed in the purple bin in the front office foyer. 

 

Lost property collected around the school is placed in the big 

blue bin outside of the uniform shop. Items in the blue bin will 

be sorted and then placed in the adjoining blue and white 

cupboards for students to look through and collect any of their 

property that they find. When possible, staff will deliver labeled 

items to classrooms. 

  

 Uniform Shop and Canteen 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.flexischools.com.au%2F&data=05%7C01%7C%7C03f762ecc2ee43b2cead08dad6a980ff%7Cf1d4a8326c2144759bf48cc7e9044a29%7C0%7C0%7C638058320758477442%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=UpEGFBOe1ZdD%2BI8EjODHdu3S1AMpS7vDlY1FsQfAfB4%3D&reserved=0
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Red Hill School Calendar 2025 –Term 3 Mon 21 July – Fri 26 Sept 
 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 
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21st July 

Pupil Free Day 
 

23rd July 

ACT Futsal School Tournament (Girls) 

24th July 

Year 6 Group Photo 

25th July 

ACT Futsal School Tournament (Boys) 

 

Whole School Assembly 
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30th July 

Preschool Winter Disco 

5:30-7pm 

 

 

 

 

 

WCS Playgroup 10:15-11:30am 
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4th August 

Athletics Carnival 

 

 

 

5th - 7th August Years 3-6 AMT Competition 
8th August 

Junior Assembly – Year 3 

 

WCS Playgroup 10:15-11:30am 
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11th – 15th August Year 2-6 ICAS English 

11th – 15th August   Taiwan Study Tour 

 

12th August 

Year 6 Excursion to Siev X 

Siev X Memorial 

Year 5 - 1800s Experience Day 

 
14th August 

Year 6 Learning Journey - Science Fair 

15th August 

Senior Assembly -Farewell 

Taiwan Students 

 

WCS Playgroup 10:15-11:30am  
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18th – 22nd August Year 2-6 ICAS Science and Spelling 

 
19th August 

Year 6 Combined Band 

20th August 

Year 5 Incursion - National 

Museum of Australia 

 

21st August 

South/Weston Regional 

Athletics Carnival 

 

22nd August 

Limelight Combined Rehearsal 

Book Week Parade 

 

WCS Playgroup 10:15-11:30am 
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25th – 29th August Year 2 ICAS Maths 

 

 

Year 2 Excursion to 

Questacon 

 

   

29th August 

Senior Assembly – Year 4 

 

WCS Playgroup 10:15-11:30am 
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3rd September 

Year 3 Learning Journey 

 

Dr Justin Coulson Parent 

Workshop 3:15-4:30pm 

4th September 

Year 4 Learning Journey 

 

 

 

 

 

WCS Playgroup 10:15-11:30am 
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Year 2 ACT Water Safety Group 1 

 

9th September 

Year 1 Excursion to Arboretum 

Limelight Tech Rehearsal 

10th September 

Limelight Tech Rehearsal 

11th September  

Limelight 

12th September  

Limelight  

Junior Assembly – Year 2 

 

WCS Playgroup 10:15-11:30am 
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Year 2 ACT Water Safety Group 2 

 
16th September 

ACT Athletics Carnival 

17th September 

Year 5 Learning Journey 

 

18th September 

SRC- Bricks and Smiles 

Fundraiser 

19th September 

Athletics Carnival Ribbon 

Assembly 

WCS Playgroup 10:15-11:30am  

Trivia and Games Night – 

 Circus Theme 6-10pm 
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 Year 2 ACT Water Safety Group 3 

  

24th September 

Kindergarten Learning Journey 

 

Year 6 Band Floriade 

 

 

26th September 

Whole School Assembly 
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Community News 
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