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Dear Parents and Carers, 

Kindergarten 100 days at school 

On Monday the 28th of July the Kindergarten team, students and teachers, celebrated 100 days of school. It was 

wonderful to see how proud the students were of reaching this milestone. To celebrate students completed an 

investigation into the number 100, exploring it through both a mathematical and social lens. Many of the students 

dressed up as centenarians, while completing activities like drawing, counting and representing 100. The 

celebrations culminated in the sharing of 100 cupcakes across the cohort. What a wonderful way to learn about 

100 and celebrate 100 days of learning. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Book Week Events (Monday 11th to Friday 22nd August 2025- Week 5) 

To celebrate all things reading and books, we have special events organised for the next two weeks. Book Fair 

kicks off next Monday in the library and runs for Weeks 4 and 5. Ms. Naidoo has developed a schedule for classes 

to visit Book Fair and students can write a wish list during this visit. Families are also invited to browse Book Fair 

before and after school.  

We will celebrate with our annual Book Week Parade, Walkathon and Grandparent Morning Tea on Friday 22nd 

August. All families will receive correspondence about the day from our P&C by tomorrow. Please contact the 

Front Office if you require another copy of this note. Children are encouraged to dress up as their favourite 

character on Friday 23rd August to participate in the Walkathon and Book Week Parade. Prizes will be given to a 

student in each year level who demonstrates creativity and use of recycled materials in the design of their 

costume.  

More detailed information about these can be found later in the newsletter.  

Leadership Team 
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Preschool news 

We would like to extend a huge thank you to the wonderful parents on our Preschool P & C subcommittee for their 

hard work and dedication in organising the preschool disco. The event was a big success, and the children had an 

amazing time dancing and celebrating together. We appreciate the time and effort that went into planning and 

executing this community event.  

Special Visitors 

Next Monday 11th August we will be welcoming eleven year 5 students from Taiwan. Our visitors will be with us for 

one week to experience the Australian school system and culture and improve their knowledge and 

understanding of English language. Many year five students have put up their hands to be buddies for the 

students from Taiwan and practise their Mandarin! 

Sun smart hats 

The 1st of August marked the return of 'Hats On' at school in our efforts to keep the children safe from the sun. 

Sun protection is recommended whenever UV levels reach 3 or higher which generally occurs from this time 

onwards in Canberra. After giving the students a few day’s grace period, we are now enforcing our 'play in the 

shade' rule for any student who does not have an appropriate hat. Each play area has a shaded area, and 

students are being directed by duty teachers to play in the shade if they are not wearing a SunSmart hat. The 

Cancer Council recommends a broad-brimmed, legionnaire or bucket style hat which shades the face, nose, neck 

and ears, which are common sites for skin cancers. Caps and visors do not provide enough protection. SunSmart 

hats are available for purchase from our school uniform shop for those who have outgrown or misplaced their hat. 

Note: It is important to label hats with your children’s names so they can be returned to the owners when found.  

Kind regards 

Louise Owens (Principal) 

THE PRIMARY YEARS PROGRAM  

Key findings about Research on the Primary Years Program (PYP) 

The International Baccalaureate (IB) Research department collaborates with universities and independent 

research institutions around the world to produce rigorous studies examining the impact and outcomes of the IB’s 

four programmes—the Primary Years Programme (PYP), Middle Years Programme (MYP), Diploma Programme 

(DP) and Career-related Programme (CP). This resource provides an overview of key findings from recent studies 

relating to the PYP. 

Promoting well-being 

In Australia, researchers investigated student well-being in PYP schools as well as the relationship between the 

PYP curriculum and student well-being. The study found PYP curriculum and programmatic elements to include 

many activities and practices that promote well-being. PYP schools with strong implementation consistently 
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showed more positive school climates and higher levels of teacher engagement, student participation, and 

student well-being, attributable to the PYP. Lastly, quantitative analysis of PYP and similar non-PYP schools 

offered substantial evidence that the PYP encourages student well-being above and beyond other well-being 

activities undertaken by schools (Dix and Sniedze-Gregory 2020).  

PYP Approaches to Teaching 

Researchers conducted an audit of IB curriculum materials as part of a global study on computational and design 

thinking within IB programmes. After reviewing PYP materials, the researchers concluded that, “the PYP Learning 

and Teaching Guide is exceptional in its depth of treatment of teaching practices, providing guidance for 

transdisciplinary approaches and specific practices that support student agency and foster skills development … 

The emphasis on child development and teaching and assessment practices are exemplary” (Slotta et al 2020). 

The impact of PYP implementation 

A study in Australia explored the impacts of PYP implementation on 13 Victorian government primary schools as 

well as student outcomes on a national assessment for reading and numeracy. Students at PYP government 

schools performed at higher levels in both reading and numeracy, for years 3 and 5, when compared to similar 

schools and Australian schools generally. Additionally, school staff believed that the PYP had contributed to 

student learning, academic achievement, development of learner profile attributes and motivation (Gough et al 

2014).  

(taken from 'Key findings from research on the primary years programme', International Baccalaureate 

Organisation, 2020). 

In light of this research, let us celebrate as a whole school community that our children are receiving the best 

education available. 

Kind regards 

Deb Lawrence (PYP Coordinator) 
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BOOK WEEK AUGUST 18th – 22nd 2025 

Children’s Book Week is the Children’s Book Council of 

Australia (CBCA) key national event of the year. This year’s 

celebration will run from Saturday 16th to Saturday 23rd 

August.  

The 2025 theme is Book an Adventure! 

2025 is also a milestone year for the CBCA as they 

celebrate 80 years of Children’s Book Week! Over eighty years 

the CBCA has been dedicated to “inspiring young minds to 

journey through the countless worlds that books offer”.  

On Friday 22nd August we have two special events: the parade/walkathon, followed by a grandparents’ morning 

tea, which is hosted by our P&C and volunteers.  

Grandparents, parents, aunts and uncles are welcome to congregate at the front of the school to watch the 

children come out from the Breezeway in their costumes before walking the Walkathon circuit. Everyone is then 

welcome to walk the actual circuit with the youngest child. In the family. For families with multiple children, the 

older sibling can walk with the younger sibling/s and grandparents if they wish.  

The day will progress as follows.  

Grade Departure Time 

Year 5 9.30am 

Year 4 9.40am 

Year 3 9.50am 

Year 2 10.00am 

Year 1 10.10am 

Kindergarten and Year 6 10.20am 

Grandparents Morning Tea 10.00am-11.30am  On the grass outside library 

Band and Wassa Wassa performances 10.40am-11.10am On the grass outside library 
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Our book fair is running from Monday 11th to Friday 22nd August 2025. We will have a face-to-face option where 

children can come in to view and purchase books, accompanied by a parent, either before or after school. 

Parents and their children are encouraged to visit on their allocated day (see below). Siblings may come together, 

on the older sibling's rostered day. Students can also purchase books without a parent present, during their 

rostered weekly library session. 

Book Fair Roster (Term 3 weeks 4 and 5). 

Please be aware that this roster is for face-to-face visits only. The online component is available 24/7. 

 Before school accompanied by 

a parent (8.30am – 9.10am) 

During the school day – order in 

the library 

After school accompanied by a 

parent (3.15pm – 4.00pm) 

Monday Kindergarten All Year levels Kindergarten 

Tuesday Year 1 & Year 2 All Year levels Year 1 & Year 2 

Wednesday Preschool All Year levels Preschool 

Thursday Year 3 & Year 4 All Year levels Year 3 & Year 4 

Friday Year 5 & Year 6 All Year levels Year 5 & Year 6 

  

 Library News 
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School Community 



8 

 

 
 

 

Ordering Online 

The Red Hill School P&C Association uses Flexischools for uniform shop sales.  

https://www.flexischools.com.au/  

It is a cashless online ordering system which streamlines payment, ordering and processing of purchases and 

events. Quick and easy, it can be accessed 24/7 on PC, Mac, or mobile app. 

 

School uniform orders for existing students will be delivered to your child’s classroom. Otherwise, orders can be 

collected from the front office. 

 

Ordering in person 

Opening hours Wednesday 8.30 to 10:00am and Friday 2.30 to 4.00pm. We prefer payment by credit card, but 

we can accept cash. 

 

With COVID continuing to present a risk we prefer that orders are made online where possible. 

 

 

Donations can be placed in the purple bin in the front office foyer. 

 

Lost property collected around the school is placed in the big 

blue bin outside of the uniform shop. Items in the blue bin will 

be sorted and then placed in the adjoining blue and white 

cupboards for students to look through and collect any of their 

property that they find. When possible, staff will deliver labeled 

items to classrooms. 

  

 Uniform Shop and Canteen 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.flexischools.com.au%2F&data=05%7C01%7C%7C03f762ecc2ee43b2cead08dad6a980ff%7Cf1d4a8326c2144759bf48cc7e9044a29%7C0%7C0%7C638058320758477442%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=UpEGFBOe1ZdD%2BI8EjODHdu3S1AMpS7vDlY1FsQfAfB4%3D&reserved=0
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Red Hill School Calendar 2025 –Term 3 Mon 21 July – Fri 26 Sept 
 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 
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21st July 

Pupil Free Day 
 

23rd July 

ACT Futsal School Tournament (Girls) 

24th July 

Year 6 Group Photo 

25th July 

ACT Futsal School Tournament (Boys) 

 

Whole School Assembly 
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30th July 

Preschool Winter Disco 

5:30-7pm 

 

 

 

 

 

WCS Playgroup 10:15-11:30am 
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4th August 

Athletics Carnival 

 

 

 

5th - 7th August Years 3-6 AMT Competition 
8th August 

Junior Assembly – Year 3 

 

WCS Playgroup 10:15-11:30am 
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11th – 15th August Year 2-6 ICAS English 

11th – 15th August   Taiwan Study Tour 

 

12th August 

Year 6 Excursion to Siev X 

Siev X Memorial 

 
14th August 

Year 6 Learning Journey - Science Fair 

15th August 

Senior Assembly -Farewell 

Taiwan Students 

 

WCS Playgroup 10:15-11:30am  
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18th – 22nd August Year 2-6 ICAS Science and Spelling 

 
19th August 

Year 6 Combined Band 
 

21st August 

South/Weston Regional 

Athletics Carnival 

22nd August 

Limelight Combined Rehearsal 

Book Week Parade 

 

WCS Playgroup 10:15-11:30am 
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 25th – 29th August Year 2 ICAS Maths 

 

 

 

 

   

29th August 

Senior Assembly – Year 4 

 

WCS Playgroup 10:15-11:30am 
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3rd September 

Year 3 Learning Journey 

 

Dr Justin Coulson SRC and 

Parent Workshop 

4th September 

Year 4 Learning Journey 

 

 

 

 

 

WCS Playgroup 10:15-11:30am 
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9th September 

Year 1 Excursion to Arboretum 

Limelight Tech Rehearsal 

10th September 

Limelight Tech Rehearsal 

11th September  

Limelight 

12th September  

Limelight  

Junior Assembly – Year 2 

 

WCS Playgroup 10:15-11:30am 
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16th September 

ACT Athletics Carnival 

17th September 

Year 5 Learning Journey 

 

18th September 

SRC- Bricks and Smiles 

Fundraiser 

19th September 

Athletics Carnival Ribbon 

Assembly 

WCS Playgroup 10:15-11:30am  

Trivia Night – 

 Cricket Theme 6-10pm 
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24th September 

Year 6 Band Floriade 
 

26th September 

Whole School Assembly 
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Second Hands kids clothing 

Details are: 

Kids Clothes Sale 

Sunday 3 August 11am - 2pm 

at St Paul’s Church Hall 

Cnr Captain Cook Cres & Canberra Avenue, 

Manuka. 

Used clothes for babies – teens. 
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