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Tristan (4CB), Krishan (4CB) and Angus (4N) Working on their 'Sphero 

Stagecoach' 

Year 4 has been participating in STEM lessons presented by the Future Skills 

Academy. Students have explored how to design, problem solve and innovate 

while investigating how forces interact with the world around us.  

It has been great seeing students collaborate to plan, investigate and adapt 

designs for both the 'Koala zipline rescue mission' and the 'Sphero stagecoach' 

projects. These experiences gave a hands on opportunity to explore our current 

central idea "Discoveries and Innovations change the way we live' as part of our 

How the World Works inquiry.  

 

Notes Home 

❖ Preschool Curriculum 

Workshop Invitation notes 

❖ Year 1 Curriculum 

Workshop Invitation notes 

❖ AMT Maths Competition  

❖ ICAS Competitions 
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Website:  www.redhillps.act.edu.au    Email: info@redhillps.act.edu.au 
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Dear Parents and Carers, 

Term 3 commences on Tuesday 22nd July. Monday 21st July is a pupil free day - staff will be on site, planning 

curriculum and preparing for the coming term, and the front office will be fully manned. Remember that Woden 

Community Services runs a holiday program on this Monday for children who require care. Information can be 

accessed on their website at School Holiday Programs - Woden Community Service (wcs.org.au). 

As some of you are aware Woden Community Services also runs a Monday morning playgroup (9.30am-10.45am) 

from week 2 to week 9 every term. PEEPS (People Everywhere Enjoying Play and Socialising) is a WCS “playgroup 

program that creates a nurturing and inclusive environment where children and families can engage in 

meaningful play and social interactions and get to know people in our school community”. All activities and 

resources are provided free of charge and a WCS staff member is present to help with activities such as painting, 

puzzles, playdough or exploring nature. If you are new to the school, it is a great way to make connections with 

other people in the community.  

This term WCS will be running the playgroup on Friday mornings in the Junior After School care room from 

10.15am to 11.30am (weeks 2-9). The change of day has been made to avoid clashes with other community 

playgroups which run on Mondays. Families will be able to stay on after assemblies to have morning tea, provided 

by the school, and enjoy the PEEPS playgroup. 

In week 4 this term we will be welcoming eleven year five students from Taiwan to Red Hill School. This is a short 

cultural exchange opportunity that we are looking forward to. Later in the term some of our older students will 

perform at Limelight and Floriade. We will also be running our athletics carnival and Book Week activities.  

In the next section of the newsletter, I would like to share some information about our school improvement plan. 

Kind regards 

Louise Owens (Principal) 

 

 

Leadership Team 

https://www.wcs.org.au/holiday-programs/school-holiday-programs/
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SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT 

Since February 2022, the school has been working on two strategic priorities alongside usual business: 

• to improve student growth in numeracy, and 

• to improve students’ resilience and capabilities as learners  

Improving Student Growth in Numeracy 

Several of our targets for this priority are based on NAPLAN data. We were initially unable to report 

against these targets because of changes to NAPLAN assessment and reporting. However, by the 

end of 2024, we had access to two years of new NAPLAN data which has proved useful in 

considering how successful the school has been in its focus on improving teaching and learning in 

numeracy.  

NUMERACY PROFICIENCY LEVEL  

YEAR 3 NAPLAN 2023-2024 

SCHOOL ACT Public STATE (ALL ACT AND 

NSW) 

NATIONAL  

 2023 2024 2023 2024 2023 2024 2023 2024 

Needs additional support 12% 5.3% 11% 10% 8.4% 8.7% 10% 9.7% 

Developing 22% 23.7% 24% 26% 22.5% 23.3% 23.5% 25% 

Strong 51% 57% 53% 54% 55.2% 52.9% 52.4% 53.3% 

Exceeding 15% 14% 12% 10% 12.7% 13.4% 12.3% 10.2% 

Total strong and exceeding  67% 71% 65% 64% 68% 66% 65% 63.5% 

 

NUMERACY PROFICIENCY LEVEL  

YEAR 5 NAPLAN 2023-2024 

SCHOOL ACT Public STATE (ALL ACT and 

NSW) 

NATIONAL  

 2023 2024   2023 2024 2023 2024 

Needs additional support 2% 3.6% 10% 7% 6.7% 7.8% 9.3% 8.6% 

Developing 17% 11.8% 20% 21% 19.3% 21.1% 21.4% 21.9% 

Strong 66% 66.4% 60% 60% 61.1% 53.3% 55.8% 55.3% 

Exceeding 15% 18.2% 10% 12% 11.6% 16.3% 12% 12.5% 

Total strong and exceeding  81% 85% 70% 72% 72.5% 69.5% 68% 68% 

We were able to compare the percentage of Red Hill students in each proficiency band, not only against ACT 

public schools, but against all schools in NSW and the ACT (government and non-government). As shown in the 

tables above, the percentage of our students in the top two proficiency bands for years 3 and 5 were above ACT 

public, STATE (all ACT and NSW) and national results in 2023 and 2024. We also noted that the Year 3 NAPLAN 

mean score lifted from being below state in 2023 to above state in 2024, and that in year 5 the mean score was 

above state both times.  
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Students have reported higher levels of self-efficacy in mathematics since 2021. The improvement in NAPLAN 

results therefore backed up research indicating a positive correlation between self- efficacy and learning 

outcomes in mathematics. Analysis of other data from our annual ACER1 progressive achievement testing (PAT) 

also showed consistently greater student growth compared to the norm reference group results.  

 

Improving Literacy Outcomes 

Whilst not one of our two strategic priorities, literacy is always of paramount importance. We continue to monitor 

literacy learning outcomes closely and we would like to share the NAPLAN results for this learning area with you to 

explain why we have recently changed our junior school academic priority.  

READING PROFICIENCY LEVEL  

YEAR 3 NAPLAN 2023-2024 

SCHOOL ACT PUBLIC STATE (ALL ACT and 

NSW) 

NATIONAL  

 2023 2024 2023 2024 2023 2024 2023 2024 

Needs additional support 6.8% 7.3% 12% 12% 8.7% 10.9% 9.1% 11.3% 

Developing 23.7% 19.1% 22% 21% 19.6% 18.5% 22.2% 20.5% 

Strong 46.6% 52.7% 46% 43% 48.2% 45.6% 48.5% 46.2% 

Exceeding 22.9% 20.9% 21% 24% 21.9% 23.3% 18.3% 20.1% 

Total strong and exceeding  69.5% 74% 67% 67% 70% 69% 67% 66% 

 

WRITING PROFICIENCY LEVEL  

YEAR 3 NAPLAN 2023-2024 

SCHOOL ACT PUBLIC STATE (ALL ACT and 

NSW) 

NATIONAL  

 2023 2024 2023 2024 2023 2024 2023 2024 

Needs additional support 6% 0.9% 10%  7% 5.6% 4.9% 6.1% 5.6% 

Developing 12.1% 12.8% 16% 16% 12.2% 11.6% 16% 15.6% 

Strong 72.4% 81.7% 68% 70% 66.3% 68.3% 66.9% 68.5% 

Exceeding 9.5% 4.6% 7% 7% 14.2% 13.4% 9.1% 8.3% 

Total strong and exceeding 81% 86% 75% 77% 70.5% 81.5% 76% 77% 

 

SPELLING PROFICIENCY LEVEL  

YEAR 3 NAPLAN 2023-2024 

SCHOOL ACT PUBLIC STATE (ALL ACT and 

NSW) 

NATIONAL  

 2023 2024 2023 2024 2023 2024 2023 2024 

Needs additional support 6.8% 13.3% 14% 13% 9.1% 9.5% 11.1% 11.2% 

Developing 38.1% 28.3% 30% 31% 23.1% 23.6% 26.2% 26.3% 

Strong 35.6% 40.7% 40% 42% 44.8% 45.4% 44.1% 45.3% 

Exceeding 19.5% 17.7% 16% 14% 21.4% 19.8% 16.7% 15.3% 

Total exceeding and strong 55% 58% 56% 56% 76% 75.5% 60% 60.5% 

 

1 Academic Council of Educational Research (ACER) 
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GRAMMAR PROFICIENCY LEVEL  

YEAR 3 NAPLAN 2023-2024 

SCHOOL ACT PUBLIC STATE (ALL ACT and 

NSW) 

NATIONAL  

 2023 2024 2023 2024 2023 2024 2023 2024 

Needs additional support 11% 14.2% 16% 17% 12.5% 15% 13.3% 16.1% 

Developing 35.6% 27.4% 33% 29% 27.3% 25.2% 30.5% 28.1% 

Strong 46.6% 50.4% 45% 45% 46.6% 43.5% 45.7% 43% 

Exceeding 6.8% 8% 7% 9% 11.9% 14.6% 8.6% 10.9% 

Total exceeding and strong  55% 58% 51% 54% 58.5% 58% 54% 54% 

 

READING PROFICIENCY LEVEL  

YEAR 5 NAPLAN 2023-2024 

SCHOOL ACT PUBLIC STATE (ALL ACT and 

NSW) 

NATIONAL  

 2023 2024 2023 2024 2023 2024 2023 2024 

Needs additional support 3.5% 3.6% 8% 8% 7.4% 8.8% 7% 8.7% 

Developing 13.2% 15.5% 16% 16% 15.4% 16.9% 17.2% 18.2% 

Strong 51.8% 49.1% 52% 50% 50.8% 48.1% 52.9% 49.8% 

Exceeding 29.8% 31.8% 25% 26% 25% 24.6% 21.3% 21.5% 

Total strong and exceeding  83% 81% 76% 76% 76% 72.5% 74% 71.5% 

 

WRITING PROFICIENCY LEVEL  

YEAR 5 NAPLAN 2023-2024 

SCHOOL ACT PUBLIC STATE (ALL ACT and 

NSW) 

NATIONAL  

 2023 2024 2023 2024 2023 2024 2023 2024 

Needs additional support 7% 0.9% 11% 9% 8.7% 7.3% 9.6% 8.7% 

Developing 19.1% 15.6% 23% 23% 18.6% 18.5% 22.6% 22.2% 

Strong 52.2% 64.2% 56% 59% 55.7% 57.3% 54.7% 55.9% 

Exceeding 20% 19.3% 11% 10% 15.6% 15.3% 11.5% 11.4% 

Total strong and exceeding  73% 83% 67% 69% 71% 72.5% 66% 67.5% 

 

SPELLING PROFICIENCY LEVEL  

YEAR 5 NAPLAN 2023-2024 

SCHOOL ACT PUBLIC STATE (ALL ACT and 

NSW) 

NATIONAL  

 2023 2024 2023 2024 2023 2024 2023 2024 

Needs additional support 7% 6.4% 11% 10% 7.9% 8.4% 8.7% 9.5% 

Developing 13.9% 14.5% 21% 21% 17.2% 18.5% 20.7% 21.1% 

Strong 54.8% 41.8% 50% 48% 48.8% 46.3% 48.4% 47.3% 

Exceeding 22.6% 37.3% 18% 21% 24.7% 25.2% 20.6% 20.4% 

Total exceeding and strong  79% 79% 69% 69% 73% 71.5% 69% 67.5% 

 



6 

GRAMMAR PROFICIENCY LEVEL  

YEAR 5 NAPLAN 2023-2024 

SCHOOL ACT PUBLIC STATE (ALL NSW and 

ACT) 

NATIONAL  

 2023 2024 2023 2024 2023 2024 2023 2024 

Needs additional support 7% 4.5% 11% 9% 9.5% 9.4% 10.1% 10.4% 

Developing 21.7% 22.7% 28% 26% 23% 21.9% 24.3% 23.2% 

Strong 53% 51.8% 50% 53% 48.3% 49% 50.8% 50.5% 

Exceeding 16.5% 20.9% 12% 11% 17.7% 18.1% 13.1% 14.2% 

Total strong and exceeding 71% 73% 62% 64% 66% 67% 64% 64.5% 

The results in the tables above for 2023 and 2024 show that the percentages of Red Hill students in the top two 

proficiency bands for years 3 and 5 were above ACT public, STATE (all ACT and NSW) and national results for all 

literacy strands except year 3 spelling2. Year five results were strong in all five areas of NAPLAN.  

Following discussion about these academic results in literacy and numeracy the decision was made to shift our 

junior school academic priority to a sharper focus on spelling. This decision was supported by the Education 

Directorate School Improvement Team and School Board and fits well with our Strong Foundations work in the 

early childhood years.  

 

The focus in the senior school (4-6) will remain on numeracy for one more year, even though the results have 

been strong, however, we have narrowed the focus to place value because an analysis of students’ responses in 

NAPLAN and PAT indicates this is an area where we could make more impact.    

 

Our new academic improvement priorities are now as follows. The more detailed School Improvement Plan 2025-

2026 can be found on our school website.  

 

Priority 1: Improve student growth in spelling (lower primary) 

• Students will have a strong sense of self-efficacy in spelling.  

• Students will demonstrate effective spelling skills and knowledge when writing. 

• Students will benefit from differentiated, explicit and scaffolded teaching. 

• Students will receive quality feedback to support and improve their spelling and set personal learning goals. 

• Students will benefit from Professional Learning Communities (PLCs) that prioritise inquiry cycles and are informed 

by student learning data. 

 

 

2 Year 3 spelling results were higher than for the ACT but lower than for state. 

 Year 3 grammar results were above the ACT and national results but below state in 2023. 

https://www.act.gov.au/open/strong-foundations
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Priority 2: Improve student growth in place value (upper primary) 

• Students will have a strong sense of self-efficacy as mathematicians. 

• Students will demonstrate their understanding of place value to reason and solve mathematical problems. 

• Students will be using mathematical vocabulary to articulate their mathematical thinking and solve problems.  

• Students will receive quality feedback to support and improve their learning about place value and set personal 

learning goals. 

• Students will benefit from differentiated, explicit and scaffolded teaching and be appropriately challenged. 

• Students will benefit from Professional Learning Communities (PLCs) that prioritise inquiry cycles and are informed 

by student learning data. 

Our social/emotional priority will continue as planned. Whilst we have seen an improvement in students’ 

willingness to persevere with learning tasks, even when they are challenging, we still observe a reluctance in older 

students to seek or ask for help. 

To support the delivery of this priority we are trialing the Victorian Education Resilience, Rights and Respectful 

Relationships (RRR) curriculum in three year levels (P, 1 and 5). This curriculum and resources are designed to 

support teachers to deliver respectful relationships education in the classroom in an age-appropriate way that is 

grounded in evidence. It was developed by experts from the University of Melbourne’s Graduate School of 

Education and is based on evidence from reputable research bodies and leading authorities including UNICEF, 

UNESCO, the Office of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights and the Australian Institute of Health and 

Wellbeing. 

The RRR Curriculum addresses the following areas in sequence: 

• Emotional literacy: acknowledging and managing emotions. 

• Personal and cultural strengths: respect and kindness, permission and consent 

• Positive coping and help seeking strategies. 

• Gender norms and stereotypes  

• Positive gender relationships: fair and friendly play, keeping our bodies safe. 

If you would like to know more about this curriculum you can explore information through this link: 

https://arc.educationapps.vic.gov.au/learning/resource/LFZGD2/respectful-relationships-a-resource-kit-for-

victorian-schools 

Later this year Dr.Justin Coulson, our Positive Education critical friend, will join us to talk about the curriculum 

with students and parents.  

 

https://arc.educationapps.vic.gov.au/learning/resource/LFZGD2/respectful-relationships-a-resource-kit-for-victorian-schools
https://arc.educationapps.vic.gov.au/learning/resource/LFZGD2/respectful-relationships-a-resource-kit-for-victorian-schools
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Priority 3: Improve students’ resilience and capabilities as learners.   

• Students will demonstrate all attributes of the IB PYP learner profile (thinker, inquirer, knowledgeable, 

communicator, balanced, open-minded, risk-taker, reflective, principled, caring).  

• Students will benefit from a curriculum underpinned by positive education principles that supports their personal 

development. 

• Students will have a strong sense of self-efficacy. 

• Students will persevere to achieve personal goals and face challenges. 

• Students will be independent learners who actively seek clarification to understand. 

• Students will reflect on their personal strengths and understand that everyone is on their own learning journey. 

• Students will recognise and regulate emotions, develop empathy for themselves and others and manage 

challenging situations constructively.   
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We have a Book Fair coming, up later this term. It is running from Monday 11th to Friday 22nd August 2025. We 

will have a face-to-face option where children can come in to view and purchase books, accompanied by a parent, 

either before or after school. 

Parents and their children are encouraged to visit on their allocated day (see below). Siblings may come together, 

on the older sibling's rostered day. Students can also purchase books without a parent present, during their 

rostered weekly library session. 

Book Fair Roster (Term 3 weeks 4 and 5). 

Please be aware that this roster is for face-to-face visits only. The online component is available 24/7. 

 Before school accompanied by 

a parent (8.30am – 9.10am) 

During the school day – order in 

the library 

After school accompanied by a 

parent (3.15pm – 4.00pm) 

Monday Kindergarten All Year levels Kindergarten 

Tuesday Year 1 & Year 2 All Year levels Year 1 & Year 2 

Wednesday Preschool All Year levels Preschool 

Thursday Year 3 & Year 4 All Year levels Year 3 & Year 4 

Friday Year 5 & Year 6 All Year levels Year 5 & Year 6 

  

 Library News 
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School Community 



11 

 

 

Student Achievement 

On a recent Sunday four of our students, Freya (5U), Emma (5E), Sienna (6H) and Pip (5U), participated in 

a 90 minute fast paced formal taekwondo assessment grading that involved them demonstrating their 

skills and knowledge to advance them to their next belt level. 

The girls all completed and successfully received their 2kyu Brown Belts which is the second highest 

student rank before achieving their black belts. 

In Taekwondo, the brown belt signifies a student's advanced stage of training and proficiency and 

represents the ripening of the seed, signifying growth and maturity of the student's skills. It also indicates 

that the student has developed a strong foundation and is ready to move towards more advanced 

techniques and concepts 

Congratulations to each of these students on their hard work and amazing achievement. 
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Ordering Online 

The Red Hill School P&C Association uses Flexischools for uniform shop sales.  

https://www.flexischools.com.au/  

It is a cashless online ordering system which streamlines payment, ordering and processing of purchases and 

events. Quick and easy, it can be accessed 24/7 on PC, Mac, or mobile app. 

 

School uniform orders for existing students will be delivered to your child’s classroom. Otherwise, orders can be 

collected from the front office. 

 

Ordering in person 

Opening hours Wednesday 8.30 to 10:00am and Friday 2.30 to 4.00pm. We prefer payment by credit card, but 

we can accept cash. 

 

With COVID continuing to present a risk we prefer that orders are made online where possible. 

 

 

Donations can be placed in the purple bin in the front office foyer. 

 

Lost property collected around the school is placed in the 

big blue bin outside of the uniform shop. Items in the blue 

bin will be sorted and then placed in the adjoining blue and 

white cupboards for students to look through and collect 

any of their property that they find. When possible, staff will 

deliver labeled items to classrooms. 

  

 Uniform Shop and Canteen 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.flexischools.com.au%2F&data=05%7C01%7C%7C03f762ecc2ee43b2cead08dad6a980ff%7Cf1d4a8326c2144759bf48cc7e9044a29%7C0%7C0%7C638058320758477442%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=UpEGFBOe1ZdD%2BI8EjODHdu3S1AMpS7vDlY1FsQfAfB4%3D&reserved=0
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